|

2

pepaica in Tame
g .', FT(S!E!%' bL

S, _W‘. 4
. %\

T amecan st

Arrlving in Mew Delhl, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is greeted by Mrs.

N “

OR A long time I had wanted to take a trip to India. Even as a child

the entire Orient held a strange fascination for me—the elephants,
the tigers, the temples, the snake charmers and all the other storybook
characters.

While the Montgomery boycott was going on, India’s Gandhi was
the guiding light of our technique of non-violent social change. We
spoke of him often. So as soon as our victory over bus segregation was
won, some of my friends said: “Why don’t you go to India and see
for yourself what the Mahatma, whom you so admire, has wrought.”

In 1956 when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s Prime Minister, made
a short visit to the United States, he was gracious enough to say that
he wished that he and I had met and had his diplomatic representa-
tives make inquiries as to the possibility of my visiting his country
some time soon. Qur former American ambassador to India, Chester
Bowles, wrote me along the same lines.

But every time that 1 was about to make the trip, something would
interfere. At one time it was my visit by prior commitment to Ghana.
At another time my publishers were pressing me to finish writing
Stride Toward Freedom. Then along came Mrs, Izola Ware Curry.
When she struck me with that Japanese letter opener on that Saturday
afternoon in September as I sat autographing books in a Harlem store.
she not only knocked out the travel plans that I had but almost every-
thing else as well.

After I recovered from this near-fatal encounter and was finally
released by my doctors, it occurred to me that it might be better to
get in the trip to India before plunging too deeply once again into
the sea of the Southern segregation struggle.
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test patterned after Indian campaign of Mahatma Gandhi, was welcomed as a hero. Said he:

MY TRIP TO THE

1

Scehtn Kripalani, secretary of the governing Congress Party. King, who led Montgomery Pro- 38

“To other countries I may go as a tourist, but to India I come as a pilgrim.”
. . 3§

AND OF GANDH

BY THE REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

I preferred not to take this long trip alone and asked my wife and
my friend, Lawrence Reddick, to accompany me. Coretta was par-
ticularly interested in the women of India and Dr. Reddick in the
history and government of that great country. He had written my
biography, Crusader Without Violence, and said that my true test
would come when the people who knew Gandhi looked me over and
passed judgment upon me.and the Montgomery movement. The three
of us made up a sort of 3-headed team with six eyes and six ears for
looking and listening.

The Christopher Reynolds Foundation made a grant through the
American Friends Service Committee to cover most of the expenses
of the trip and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
the Montgomery Improvement Association added their support. The

Candhi Memorial Trust of India extended an official invitation, through i

diplomatic channels, for our visit.

And so on February 3, 1959, just before midnight, we left New York
by plane. En route we stopped in Paris with Richard Wright, an old
friend of Reddick’s, who brought us up to date on European attitudes
on the Negro question and gave us a taste of the best French cooking.

We missed our plane connection in Switzerland because of fog, ar-
viving in India after a roundabout route, two days late. But from th.t’
time we came down out of the clouds at Bombay on February 10, until
March 10. when we waved goodbye at the New Delhi airport, we had
one of the most concentrated and eye-opening experiences of our lives.
There is so much to tell that I can only touch upon a few of the high
points. )
At the outset, let me say that we had a grand reception in India.
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Pfstor finds in India strong bond
of fraternity among colored peoples

The people showered upon us the most generous hospitality imagin-
“iable. We were graciously received by the Prime Minister, the President
, and the Vice-President of the nation: members of Parliament, Gover-
+ -nors and Chief Ministers of various Indian states; writers, professors,
ial reformers and at least one saint. Since our pictures were in the
-~ ?ewspapers very often it was not unusual for us to be recognized by
. crowds in public places and on public conveyances. Occasionally I
) would take a morning walk in the large cities, and out of the most
¢ unexpected places someone would emerge and ask: “Are you Martin
~ Luther King?”
*Virtually every door was open to us. We had hundreds of invitations
:that the limited time did not allow us to accept. We were looked upon
2das brothers with the color of our skins as something of an asset. But
? the strongest bond of fraternity was the common cause of minority and
_colonial peoples in America, Africa and Asia struggling to throw off
*"racialism and imperialism.

;) ( We had the opportunity to share our views with thousands of Indian

" "people through endless conversations and numerous discussion sessions.

i, I spoke before university groups and public meetings all over India.

Because of the keen interest that the Indian people have in the race

" problem these meetings were usually packed. Occasionally interpre-
ters were used, but on the whole [ spoke to audiences that understood
" English.

;; The Indian people love to listen to the Neglo spirituals. Therefore,
Coretta ended up singing as much as I lectured. We discovered that
autogmph scekers are not confined to America. After appearances in
publlc meetings and while visiting villages we were often besieged
{for autographs. Even while riding planes, more than once pilots came

into the cabin from the cockpit requesting our signatures.
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_ ‘Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru welcomes the Rev. King and wife, Coretta. “We were looked upon as brothers. S a n
asset. But strongest bond of fraternity was the common cause of minority and colonial peoples in America, Africa and Asia struggling to throw off racialism, imperialism.
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King says, “with the color of our skins as something of ai

Assisted by wife and Dr. Lawrence D. Reddick, Kinyg places wreath on entombe:
ashes of Candhi. Reddick, an Alabama State College professor who recently com
pleted biography of King, accompanied him. Trio also visited relatives of Gandhi

(';f Continucd on Next Page 8
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Spoaking to student body at Madras, the Rev. King discusses Montgomery protest. He
discovered that details of protest were well known. Indian publications, he says,
“perhaps gave a better continuity of our 381-day bus strike” than American papers,

THE lANn ﬂf GANDH' éonllnned

We got a good press throughout our stay. Thanks to the Indian
papers, the Montgomery bus boycott was already well known in that
country. Indian publications perhaps gave a better continuity of
our 381-day bus strike than did most of our papers in' the United
States. Occasionally I meet some American fellow citizen who even
now asks me how the bus boycott is going, apparently never having
read that our great day of bus integration, December 21, 1958, closed
that chapter of our history. . - S f

We held press conferences in all of the larger cities—Delhi, Cal-
cutta, Madras and Bombay—and talked with newspaper men almost
. everywhere we went. They asked sharp questions and at times ap-
. " " peared to be hostile but that-was just their way of bringing out the

YOU CAN BE REFRESHINGLY "BEAUTY CLEAN i By g story that they were after. As reporters, they were scrupulously fair
D EXCITING . . . ENVIED BY ALU Py with us and in their editorials showed an amazing grasp of what was
Here are the amazing facts! Clear M § going on in America and other parts of the world.
away old, dry fiaky skin that couses W 5 The trip had a great impact upon me personally. It was wonderful
you to look dark, dingy, and weather- ] . f . o . . . . .
worn. Stop torturing your lovely skin : 9 { | to be in Gandhi’s land, to talk with his son, his grandsons, his cousin
with old harsh cleaning methods. Spe- By ¥ | and other relatives; to share the reminiscences of his close comrades;
cialists ogree thot soap and water to visit his ashrama, to see the countless memorials for him and finally
are not enough! N N )

to lay a wreath on his entombed ashes at Rajghat. I left India more

. convinced than ever before that non-violent resistance is the most
Georgianne Beauty Creme ... an entirely new concept in "round the clock potent weapon available to opp.ressed people in ‘hfm struggle for
skin care .. . is generously enriched with lanolin and Estrogenic Hormones freedom. It was a marvelous thing to see the amazing results of a
that start to work the moment it touches your skin. You can feel the differ- non-violent campaign. The aftermath of hatred and bitterness that
ence! Your skin becomes soft, velvety, and moist. Impurities, dirt, and old usually follows a violent campaign was found nowhere in India. To-
make-up are completely removed. But that's not all . . . Georgianne Beauty day a mutua] friendship based on complete equality exists between
Creme does more. It helps clear externally coused pimples and ‘black-* | the Indian and British people within the commonwealth. ‘The way of
heads. Its antiseptic action helps stop bacterial growth that can cause and acquiescence leads to moral and spiritual suicide. The way of violence
spread unsightly outbrecks and eruptions. . leads to bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers.

Georgianne Beauty Creme is an But, the way of non-violence leads to redemption and the creation of
ideal night creme and a perfect - | Have your beauty treatment the beloved community.
moke-up base. It covers so evenly 'round the clock ... The spirit of Gandhi is very much alive in India today. Some of
that your powder does not streak, his disciples have misgivings about this when they remember the
nor your make-up change color. ONLY $ 2.98 drama of the fight for national independence and when they look
Stays fresh for hours. around and find nobody today who comes near the stature of the
Mahatma. But any objective observer must report that Gandhi is not
only the greatest figure in India’s history but that his influence is felt
in almost every aspect of life and public policy today.

India can never forget Gandhi. For example, the Gandhi Memorial
Trust (also known as the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi) collected some $130
million soon after the death of “the father of the nation.” This was
perhaps the largest, spontaneous, mass monetary contribution to the
memory of a single individual in the history of the world. This fund.
along with support from the Government and other institutions. is
resulting in the spread and development of Gandhian philosophy,
the implementing of his constructive program, the erection of libraries

] . v . and the publication of works by and about the life and times of
South Shore Beaufyl Creme is the praduct of ane of America's leading Gandhi. Posterity could not escape him even if it tried. By all standards
manufacturers with over 40 yeors’ experience. Tested for purity by a of measurement, he is one of the half dozen greatest men in world
leading research /ab]orcfory, o history.
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With- saintly Vinoba Bhave, who is called “a second Gandhi,” pastor enjoys joke. King
was impressed by Bhave's program. He is trying to solve India’s problems by per-

“| ABORATORY TESTED by the Con-
sumer Service Bureau of Parents'

- Magazine~for families with-children | suading land owners-to give up some-of holdings. His idea is self-sufficient villages:- St v
and awarded this famous commenda- A
tion seal. B o

fon seal THE LAND OF GANDHI contiased B o
ot full

Smooth as a rose petal . . . satiny| I was delighted that the Gandhians accepted us with open arms. ==
smooth WHITE ROSE Petroleum | They praised our experiment with the non-violent resistance tech- p *%y
giltlr); Eg;l:per n;f‘llrée:;t::tr::":hg\c., nique at Montgomery. They seem to look upon it as an outstanding oF
coeds the ri‘g A USP ‘spec?ﬁcaiior;s. example of the possibilities of its use in western civilization. To them f¥F-

e - | as to me it also suggests that non-violent resistance when planned Sk Evio

Recommended for baby, for junior e . . o 4
. for all the family. Next time, in- and positive in action can work effectively even under totalitarian s .' ;

Sist on genuine WHITE ROSE, the | ToEUmes: ' Rvent
all-purposc family essential. Look for We argued this point at some length with the groups of African Asimtc:

the bright red, white and blue pack- students who are today studying in India. They felt that non-violent i d‘bc
ages . . . with the famous PARENTS’ resistance could only work in a situation where the resisters had a :
Seal right on the label. potential ally in the conscience of the opponent. We soon discovered
that they, like many others, tended to confuse passive resistance with §
non-resistance. This is completely wrong. True non-violent resistance
is not unrealistic submission to evil power. 1t is rather a courageous
confrontation of evil by the power of love, in the faith that it is better
to be the recipient of violence than the inflictor of it, since the latter
only multiplies the existence of violence and bitterness in the universe.
while the former-may develop a sense of shame in the opponent, and
thereby bring about a transformation and change of heart.
Non-violent resistance does call for love, but it is not a sentimental
love. It is a very.stern love that would organize itself into collective
action to right a wrong by tuking on itself suffering. While I under-

‘1food and variety stores
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3 ‘ > Ay O stand the reasons why oppressed people often turn to violence in their S8
GOODWIN MASTER TAILORS, 3248 3rd Ave., N.Y. 56, W.Y. O A0 struggle for freedom, it is my firm belief that the crusade for indepem.l- ¥ i
ence and human dignity that is now reaching a climax in Africa will S
Glrls Be lndependent have a more positive effect on the world, if it is waged a'lox?g the [ }:
P 0 E M S 18 novel ways to earn money and build lines that were first demonstrated in that continent by Gandhi himself. >
a future career. Send $1.00 for 16-page |  India is a vast country with vast problems. We flew over the long 2
Wanted For_ Musical setting, A Supiects ';:3:‘;:},_..H°w to go into business for | v be from North to South, East to West; took trains for shorter §¥:
sar et 3t Gor' Swm %Y © 38 B & M PUBLISHING CO.|iumps and used automobiles and jeeps to get us into the less ac- m
, P.O. BOX 33C =  TVINLEY PARK, iLL | cessible places. : : -y
N ; | ia i i i t ited States but has almost EF¢Y
| STl | [PETER'S MOTEL & ||y e o third the size of the 11 ot we saw erowded R
| ALL-EXPENSE RIVERSIDE BAR ee times as many people. Everywhere we _ s
AN | ESCORTED VACATIONS humanity—on the roads, in the city streets and squares, even It the . g‘
il i ON WAY TO MONTAUK POINT || villages. £
Lk "g;},'gg:m;c;':tg';g"gc,m:mggg;;;;m,gm_c; DAVID FITZGERALD, PROP. Phone Park 7-4183 Most of the people are poor and poorly dressed. The average in- W,
4 tle, Victoria, Vancouver, Hanfl sa . ive, I . i
: it ouan: h...u...‘:b_.‘:_‘:i'..m;.."a‘.w i 223 Flanders Road, Riverhead, Long Island || come per person is less than $70 per year. Nevertheless, their turbans M¥ j';‘
i Y 19, e et i o :
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‘P've found there’s just nothing like
FEEN-A-MINT—the chewing-gum laxa-
It tastes so good—works so well!
EN-A-MINT doesn’t upset my stom-
ch and I never feel ‘llmp next day—
t full of energy!”

Why don’t you try FEEN-A-MINT?
orks where a laxative should—
nly in the lower bowel. Removes
mostly waste—not good food you need
vigor and vitality! And—it’s non-
:mtatmg Get tasty, wonderfully dif-
ferent FEEN-A-MINT at any drug
fccunter. 16 tablets, 37¢-—also small
find economy sizes.
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You'd never believe a sandal could feel

S0 good!- The exclusive built-up arch,
Elmolded sole and cupped heel support and
cradle your every step . . . make walking
areal pleasure . . prcvent that ‘letdown’
&ifeeling of ordinary sandals. Ideal for
Svhome, street or recreation. Adjustable
istraps. Finest quality leather. Get a pair
) .for every member of your family.

! WOMENS Tan, Red. White, Biack CHILDREN'S: Tan
-~ M[NS Tan, Brown, Black _os. Red.White $6.95

. have luxurious homes, landed estates, fine clothes and show evidence
. | of over-eating. The bourgeoise—white, black or brown--behaves about

| that some are considered inferior, treated as though they deserve less.

Al mausic school In Dethl, Mrs. King, who is a concert singer, and Dr. Reddick greet
child dancer. “The Indian people,” King writes, “love to listen to the Negro
spirituals. Therefore, Coretta ended up singing almost as much as I lectured.”

THE UND 0F GANDHI Continued

than 30% of the people get what we would call three square meals a
day. During our great depression of the 1930’s, we spoke of “a third
of a nation” being “ill-housed, ill clad and ill fed.” For India today,
simply change one third to two thirds in that statement and that would
make it about right.

As great as is unemployment, under-employment is even greater.
Seventy per cent of the Indian people are classified as agricultural
workers and most of these do less than 200 days of farm labor per
year because of the seasonal fluctuations and other uncertainties of
mother nature. Jobless men roam the city streets.

Great ills flow from the poverty of India but strangely there is rela-
tively little crime. Here is another concrete manifestation of the
wonderful spiritual quality of the Indian people. They are poor,
jammed together and half starved but they do not take it out on each
other. They are a kindly people. They do not abuse each other—
verbally or physically—as readily as we do. Ve saw but one fist fight
in India during our stay.

In contrast to the poverty-stricken, there are Indians who are rich,

the same the world over.
And then there is, even here, the problem of segregation. We call
it race in America; they call it caste in India. In both places it means

We were surprised and delighted to see that India has made greater
progress in the fight against caste “untouchability” than we have
made here in our own country against race segregation. Both nations
have federal laws against discrimination (acknowledging, of course,
that the decision of our Supreme Court is the law of our land). But
after this has been said, we must recognize that there are great differ-
ences between what India has done and what we have done on a
problem that is very similar. The leaders of India have placed their
moral power behind their law. From the Prime Minister down to
the village councilmen, everybody declares publicly that untouch-
ability is wrong. But in the United States some of our highest officials
decline to render a moral judgment on segregation and some from
the South publicly boast of their determination to maintain segrega-
tion. This would be unthinkable in India.
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MAKE Y $30 |

IN A DAY!

Ifyoudhkewmakcuptosso "
in a day, even in spare ume. 'll
send you this ama:m1
Tailoring Kitabsolutely le
Contains everything you nced .
to start you in big- Made- .
to-Measure Tailoring

— over 100 Actual Fabrics, Style
Di of smartest new Suits and:

Coats for men and women, at low
pnat—plunoompkte money-mlk-

ing

ence lneeded —just show Kit to
friends, bors, fel -wor!

etc., take easy fast orders. collm
Qenerous Advance Profit.We
deliver to customers.

YOUR OWN SllﬂShlm"MleM
Your best-scllingadis.

to-Mecasure Suit.. .m?vwr ' lhow you
how to get yours without paying ¢l

Mail coupon today for Valuable Tailor-
ing Kit and Suit Offer—all sent FREE{

PROGRESS TAILORING CO.
500 5.Throon SL..Dept. 5753, Chicaga7 .

PROGRISS ‘I‘AII.OHINO co- Dept. m ;

Ruh FREE-lnd Putpn!d your nln-blu $10,00 hnam
ing Kit so I can start making good money guickly. In=
dnd- Actual Fabric Samples, Style DIlpl-y money-mak-.
lnz plans and dnlnlll of how I can get my own sm
thou t & penny .

Add

City. Zone, Stats.

Moreover, Gandhi not only spoke against the caste system but he
acted against it. He took “untouchables” by the hand and led them
into the temples from which they had been excluded. To equal that,
President Eisenhower would take a Negro child by the hand and lead
her into Central High School in Little Rock.

Gandhi also renamed the untouchables, calling them “Harijans”
which means “children of God.”

The government has thrown its full weight behind the program of
giving the Harijans an equal chance in society—especially when it
comes to job opportunities, education and housing.

India’s leaders, in and out of government, are conscious of their
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country’s other great problems and are heroically grappling with them.
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THE LAND OF GANDHI Continued.
The country seems to be divided. .Some say that India should becor
westernized and modernized as quickly as possible so that she migly
raise her standards of living. Foreign capital and foreign industy;
should be invited in, for in this lies the salvation of the almost despera,
situation. .
On the other hand, there are others—perhaps the majority—who g,
that westernization will bring with it the evils of materialism, cut throg,
competitiop and rugged individualism; that India will lose her oy
if she takes to chasing Yankee dollars; and that tlie big machine wj|
only raise the living standards of the comparative few workers wh |
get jobs but that the greater number of people will be displaced -ang4
will thus be worse off than they are now. ) ’ !
Prime Minister Nehru, who is at once an intellectual and a mgy;
charged with the practical responsibility of heading the government
seems to steer a middle course between these extreme attitudes. [y}
our talk with him he indicated that he felt that some industrialization §
was absolutely necessary; that there were some things that only big
or heavy industry could do for the country but that if the state keep
a watchful eye on the developments, most of the pitfalls may be
avoided. .
At the same time, Mr. Nehru gives support to the movement that:
would encourage and expand the handicraft arts such-as spinning ’
and weaving in home and village and thus leaving as much economic
self help and autonomy as possible to the local community.
There is a great movement in India that is almost unknown-in
America. At its center is the campaign for land reform known as
Bhoodan: It would solve.India’s great economic and social change
by consent. not. by foice.. The Bhoodanists are led by the sainted.
Vinoba Bhave and.Jayaprakash Narayan, a highly sensitive intel-
lectual, who was trained in American colleges. Their ideal is the
self-sufficient village. Their program envisions

1. Persuading laige land owners to give up some of their
holding to laridless peasants;

2. Persuading small land owners to give up their individual
ownership for common cooperative ownership by the
villages; .

3. Encouraging farmers and villagers to spin and weave the
cloth for their own clothes during their spare time from
their agricultural pursuits.

Since these measures would answer the questions of employment, food
and clothing, the village-could then, through cooperative action, make
just about everything that it would need or get it through barter or.
exchange from other villages. Accordingly, each village would be
virtually self sufficient and would thus free itself from the-domination
of the urban centers that are today like evil loadstones drawing the
people away from the rural areas, concentrating them in city slums
and debauching them with urban vices. At least this is the argument
‘| of the Bhoodanists and other Gandhians. v

Such ideas sound strange and archaic to Western ears. However.
the Indians have already achieved greater results than we Americans.
would ever expect. For example, millions of acres of land have been
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given up by rich landlords and additional millions of acres have been+
given up to cooperative management by small farmers. On the other
hand, the Bhoodanists shrink from giving their movement the or.
ganization and drive that we in America would venture to guess that
it must have in order to keep pace with the magnitude of the prob--
lems that everybody is trying to solve.

Even the government’s five-year plans fall short in that they do not
appear to be of sufficient scope to embrace their objectives. Thus;
| the three five-year plans were designed to provide 25,000,000 new:
jobs over a 15 year period but the birth rate of India is 6,000,000 per-
Lyear. This means that in 15 years there will be 9,000,000 more people
(less those who have died or retired) looking for the 15 million new
Ljobs. In other words, if the planning were 100 per cent successful, it
could not keep pace with the growth of problems it is trying to solve.

As for what should be done, we surely do not have the answer.
But we do feel certain that India needs help. She must have outside
capital and technical know-how. It is in the interest of the United
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States and the West to help supply these needs and not attach strings:
to the gifts. .

Whatever we do should be done in a spirit of international brother-;]
hood, not national selfishness. It should be done not merely becaused]
it is diplomatically expedient, but because it is morally compelling. .
At the same time, it will rebound to the credit of the West if India is.
able tagnaintain her democracy while solving her problems. S

It would be a boon to democracy if one of the great-nations of the!
world, with almost 400,000,000 people, proves that it is possible to’
provide a good living for everyone without surrendering to a dictator-:
ship of either the “right” or “left.” Today India is a tremendous force
for peace and non-violence, at home and abroad. It is a land where
the idealist and the intellectual are yet respected. We should want
to help India preserve her soul and thus help to save our own.
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